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06BAM MAIL STKAMKHK.

Mr. BAYARD. I »h«ll not detain the Senate lone
wilb the remarks which I have lo make. But 1 feci ii
dm ig ni>aelf, hm 1 voted in lavor of the nicrciMM of the
Appropriation to the Collin** lint at a ioruier action ol
Coiiare**, to Hiate the principal reason* why I think thort
in a difference between ttiappropriation then grunted
and thill asked fur now. f lie unii'iidnieiil pro¬
poses to increase the com|>ensaliou to (lie lines of steam¬
ers running Irom the United Stale* to Bremen and Havre
When the question came before the Senate on the in¬

crease of tbe appropriation to the Collins line, 1 viewe.d
it as a national ijueeiioM. I then slated, in the remarks
which 1 made, that 1 would not hereafttr go for any
extension of compensation to any other line, unless it
could be shown lo be a similar case. The government
had adopted, whether wisely or not it is now too late to
determine, ibe policy ot establishing a line of steamers
which it was supposed would be made available for cer
lain purpose* in time of war, and in the interim, during
peace, rould be used for the purpose ot ma I transport)!
tion. The Collins line, running from New York to Liv¬
erpool, had entered into a contract tor the construction
of steamets to transport your mails between New Yoik
and Liverpool.the great line of postal communication,
not only with England, but with Europe. The moment
that contract was made, a rival line previously in exist¬
ence under the patronage of the English government,
was doubled in its service ; atnf thus supported by the
patronage of the British government, threw new ditlicnl-
ties ill the way. In order lo compete with this rival line,
the American contractors were obliged to enlarge the
size of their vessels to t;ive greater speed, and neces¬
sarily incurred greater cost in tne construction, and great*
er cost in the subsequent sailing Under the>-e circum¬
stances they camu forward and asked of you an

additional appropriation. A new element, as I conceived,
had entered into the question after the contract was

tnade. There was a direct line, which was supported in
part by the treasury of a foreign government, establish¬
ed in opposition to the Colline line, and we were called
upon, under all the circumstances, viewing the matter
iu a national point of view, to increase their compensa¬
tion.

rt it, sir, I cannot perceive that this line stands in the
same position. 1 know of no foreign government which
has established a line to compete with the Havre and
Bremen line; and that was the most material reason, in
my judgmeut, for the increase ot the comjiensation in the
other case. The absence of this competition is a reason
sufficient to induce me to vote against this increase of
compensation. 1 might mention other reasons, but as

this is sufficient, I will base iny opposition u|>on thi.s
point, and will say that, until you can show that a foreign
government is about to establish, or has established by
aid from the public treasury, a line to run in competition
with this line, I cannot vole for the amendment.
Mr. HUNTER. The senator from Massachusetts,

[Mr. Davis,] if 1 understand him, supports this amend¬
ment for ralber an extraordinary reason If 1 understand
his argumyit, the tendency ot tbe maintenance ot this
line will be to cheapen labor by encouraging emigration.
I thought that the honorable senator was in tavor of
what it called a protective system, because, as they say,
it will increase the price of labor. I never believed that
the reasoning advanced to support the principle was cor¬
rect ; but 1 had supposed that tbe ground upon which it

Roceeded was, that it was to increase tbe price of labor.
uw 1 hear that this proiecting system is to be intro¬

duced for the purpose of cheapening laboi.
Mr. DAVIS. That is not what 1 said. I said that

that would be one of its result*, and I thought that would
be agreeable to the free traders. That is all. [Laugh¬
ter fMr. HUNTER. The free traders believe that the best
way to com|>ettsate labor is to throw everything open to
free competition; that you secure the laborer moie com¬
fort, make him more ot a man, and elevate him In every
respect, physically and morally, when you expose htm to
the wholesome influences ol free competition. That is
tbe doctrine of the free traders. I say, in relation to what
the senator has said, that I desire emigration, like every¬
thing else, to be conducted on the principle of tree will
I de not suppose that it would be proper for us to build
ships, and be at the expense of runHing them, for the
purpose of transporting emigrants here. No, sir; we
will give a hospitable welcome to all that will come ; but
surely we are not bound to enter into the business of
building vessels for bringing them over.
But he sajs that we ought to i-upport it because it is

calculated to increase the mail facilities an postal com¬
munications between different countries. 1 acknowledgethat it is beneficial to facilitate the postal communica¬
tions, provided it can be done upon the self-sustaining
piinciole. But is ihere to be no limit to the creation ot
mail facilities? Are we lo carry letters for nothing; not
only at hoine, but abroad i N ii not enough that we
have already taxed the Post Office Department for carry¬
ing the mails beyond what the steamers bring us in the
way of receipts; but must we be called upon to extend
this principle alao to forsigu nations, and |>ay for the car¬
rying of letters to all paits of Euro|>e lor nothing, or
next lo nothing ? Or are we to adopt the other and better

mile, that we will leave the business to sup|>ort
nui me gentleman *ay* mat we net paid hack lor tins

by improvement in shipping, by improvement in machine-
shop* au in yards. And he sa>a that if we were to
have a war, the result ot that experiment would be that
we would be able to engage itt the war under more fa¬
vorable circumstances And, sir, how doea he sustain
that proposition .' lie says that the Collin* line sprung
suddenly into existence, and that it eclipsed all the British
experiment* that had been started and losiered by protec¬
tion How was it that we witre enabled to eclipse those
Hritish experiments which had been lounded u|>on gov-
emment protection.' Was it not because our mechanics
and steam marine had been reared upon the principle offrea competition here at home, and without protection ;and that that had so sharpened human ingenuity, and ao
rewarded human exertion by securing to it the profits of
itt own labor, that our mechanics developed a superiori¬
ty over and above the foreign artisans, who had lived and
moved and breathed nmler a system of protection !
Mr. DAVIS. 1 will ask the senator if he thinks any

one of the Collin* ship* would have been built if it had
not bean for the advance made by the government f

Mr. HUNTER. 1 have believed that if the govern¬
ment had not interfered before this time, we should have
bad nail steamers as good, and perhaps better, than the
Collin* line, carrying the mails wherever they would
bave paid. And t believe that ao far from being betier
able to go into war on account of that experiment, and
to aup|>ort the navy, it has proved an incubus to the
progress of the naval service. You have expended
money in this reckless experiment which oaght to have
gone to the navy; and you have absolutely sent shipsafloat which have proved to be incapable for naval
purpoae*, unless as mere tran«|>oits If, instead of doing
thie, you had appropriated the money to the navv prop¬
er, to build screw propellers.which is the form that the
steam war marine is assuming over all the rest of the
worid.it would have been much better So far, then,
from contributing to our means of naval defence, I he1
lieva it ta the reverse, that it ha* put us back, and we
have ejrpenJed our money in the improper direction
That ia ona of the reasons why I am unwilling to go fur¬
ther. 1 believe that ao far as the war marine, the navy,is concerned, it haa to be supported out of tbe treasury.That ia a national concern ; but, *o far a* these commer¬
cial enterprises are concerned, either to transport passen¬
ger* or commodities, that we should support them under
tbe idea that they will even compensate us in the way°f postages is futile The idea of entering into such
an enterprise for the purpose of tranaportiog commoditiesand !'*««. m t0 me utterly odious, lor it doea not be-
"wne the government to enier into such enterprises,wbieh belong to individual*. I think that instead of giv-ing a spur to the progress of out pe«>ple by auch miscall

We <*"d clog themMr. MALLORY I voted acainat the appropriationlot III* Collin* line last year,and with the lights now he-lore ua snail leel ii lf,j .u,y l() yol(i #g#ins(e1refy increaseof compensation to steam lines Thia system of legisla¬tion, in m^' judgment, ,mprn^r> }produeM a\#rya.u«u ar state or things W. last Congress our ballscrowded with agents to ohtau, ,hP increased compelledlion. We were not blind to the tact that scores of agentscmm here who were hired and paid proami is leg,,),tioit through Congress tor that line The idea which wa.then prommeat y held out, that this would be * sV.i,m hvwhich «ha transportation of the maila woul.t be sell sus¬taining.* bow exploded, and we And thai th.
waa baaed alone apon what was considered national mi.>and that the a»>eed of the vessel is all that we have at!tamed.aome lew hoars gain in crossing the Atlanticupon the Kngliah steamers. And the other consideration

which wan then urged, that these steamer* would form a

part of the national defence, though it has not yet fallen
through, will, in my opinion, ineviubly <lo so ui the very
first trial iSuch "ruketty .OBcenwP.which is the proper
term applied by the senator from Vuginiato such ves-

iikIi,. have not one single elmient of war steamers, ex¬

cept in speed; a^d tli.it i* calculated rather to enable
them to ebcape from thtin to meet an enemy. At the very
moment that the great maritime nations of the earth, alltr
experuneiiiiiiK upon the subject upon it giand scale, have
abandoned side-wheel steameis, why should we be called
upon to legislate and appropriate money to keep up such
a system t It is found to he utterly impracticable, and
the navies of France, and England, ami Russia, have all
abandoned or are abandoning the side wheel, and have
renoited to the prorieller. And in regard to this particular
Collins line, an othcer who examined them, in Ins u-port
sutes distinctly that they could only be used (or trans¬

ports, unless the upper deck was removed ; and then wlu>
does not know thai if you remove the upper deck you
would have the wheels tour feel above the main deck .' in
which case you would have to place one gun forward
and one aft This is the kind of war steamer that you
have.of no sort of use whatever., except to run away
from an enemy.
iNow, sir, i do not mean to go into the details of this

subject. 1 throw out this general view to show what
has already been demonstrated by England and Fiance,
that side- wheel steamers are inapplicable for war purposes.
Compare these with the ships in the English navy.
Ureal Britain this moment has twenty-nine propellers,
embracing ships of from oue hundred and forty guns to
six They have ships of the largest class, larger than
our own Pennsylvania, and insteaaof adopting the side-
wheel, they have adopted the propeller system. We have
taken directly the reverse, and at the very moment that
the maritime nations of the earth are abandoning the
system we are expending millions to keep it up.

In regard to what the senator from Massachusetts has
said about this system cheapening the fare of emigrants
across the Atlantic, every Ameiican, as a matter of
course, welcomes those who come trow down-lioditen
nations, but the emigrants do not come in steamers a(
all. They come in sailing vessels, which will always
exist in spile of our legislation. 1 he system of legisla¬
ting thus to dole out money to strain lines, when they
come here and demand it, will encourage this state ol

things; for the senator knows well thatwiien we give to
one, it encourages another to come and demand the same.
As the senator from Vi'gima [Mr Huntkk] has correct¬
ly observed, open this thing to competition, and my word
for it, there will be an improvement in the vessels much
greater than has yet taken place. Open it up to all who
will build ships to run in competition, and it will be the
interest ot each to have the be^kind of vessels.
Mr. RUSK. 1 do not intend lo protract this argument.

1 was in hopes that there would be a vote taken upon
the amendment without any discussion ; but this is too
fruitful a theme lo escape discussion. If 1 were anxious
lo go into an argument, and had time to do so, I feel
confident that i could answer all the objections that have
been made. The senator from Florida says that these
Collins snips are "ricke:ty concerns "

JVlr. MALLORY. I quoted the language of the sena¬
tor from Virginia.

Mr. KU6K Tbe London Times doii't call tliein
"rickeliy concerns." I know that it wa* contended, when
this »uh' i was under discussion here, that thin #suu-
004} wuich we were proposing logive to the Collins line
was a larger sum than the Cunard line received ; but i
s.tw immediately afterwards in the London Times, which
I presume told the truth U|x>n the subject, that they had
candor enough to admit that the Collins ships were »u-

perior to theire, and had beateu them ; but they said it
only a few hours advance. At the same time they

admitted that Great Britain was paying a milium and a

(juarierof dollars to pay the Cunard line.more than
nliy per cent, above what the Collins ships receive.
Mr. BAYARD. 1 do not intend to protract the dis¬

cussion further than to reply to a single remark of the
honorable senator from Florida, [Mr. Mallory.] He
slates it as a fact that all the maritime nations of the
earth have abandoned the system of the side-wheel and
restored to the propeller construction of vessels for war

purposes. 1 concede that statement to he true in part ;
but Ureal Britain at least baa not abandoned the system
of making appropriations for the establishment of steam¬
ers connected with her postal service, which steamers
are so constructed ihat they may be used for some pur¬
pose in time of war. She lias not, therefore, abandoned
aide-wheel strainers The difference between Great
Britain and ourselves in, that we have chosen to tske
only a part of it, and not go on with the system of ma¬

king sufficient appiopnalions to increase the navy proper
by means of propellers, which 1 admit aie the |<roper ves¬
sels for war purposes alone. But because you do not
choose to make appropriation sufficient for the support of
your navy according to the most modern maritime war¬
fare, is that any reason lor the abandonment of another
system which not only connects itself with a state of
war, but is intended also for general benefit to the coun-
try in time of pi-ace, and connects itself with your postal
system i
As 1 have said, I cannot vole for the appropriation

proposed by the amendment, but i object to assaulting; a

system, which assault is grounded upou a slate of fac's
which do not exist. Great Britain has not abandoned
the system with which she started, of granting compen¬
sator! to individuals for the establishment of lines oi
steamers which would be used in time of |>eace for the
transportation of her mails, and in time of war for war

purposes, nor has she deemed it proper in all these caat-i
that the steamers should be propellers. I admit that in
reference to the navy proper, stie has adopted the profi¬
ler syttern, as I think all nations should do. 1 was in¬
duced lo make there remarks merely u ith a view to cor-)
reel what believed was a misapprehension of the sea a-
tor from Florida.
Mr BORLAND. I desire to say that I shall vote

agamst this proposition (or the same reason that 1 voted
against Ihe appropriation for the Collins steamers 1 am
unable lo nee any difference in the two cases, except ihat
we gave a very large amount to the Collins steamers, and
the amount proposed in this case is coui|airatively small.
Thai i« the o ni\ sn S.taht la d irference that run *'e

have been struck with one thing, and Ihat is the differ-
ence between the arguments now used and those which
were used last year. Then postage* were the foundation
for tbe argument in favor of the appropriation. That
seems ta he abandoned now, and we have substituted for
it the carrying of emigrants and freignt. Tbe principle
remains the same, but the ground adopted for the argu¬
ment last year seems to be abandoned, and we have new
ones started in Ibeir placet.

Mr. JAMKS Mr. President, on the question of Ike
proposed amendment no* under discussion, I would not
offer any remarks, were rt not ihat 1 consider the honora¬
ble senators from Virginia and Florida [Messrs. Hunter
and Mallory] lo have stepped aside from the subject in
debate, to attack a measure adopted some time since byCongress, and iu which i took some part. 1 have refer¬
ence, sir, to the act granting additional compensation to
the Collins line of ateamera, for the tran*|>orlation of the
mail between New York and Liverpool. On that occa¬
sion I differed from both these senators ill opinions nor
have I seen or heard anything since, not excepting what
they have said to-day. to effect the least change in myopinion on Ihat subject, nor to cause me lo regret Ihe
part I look in Ihe business, nor the vote given by me
On the contrary, the adoption of thai measure, which
gave me pleasure then, gives me pleasure atill; and, con¬
trary to tha feeling expressed by my honorable friends, I
consider Ihe money well expended, were ibe result to be
nothing more lhan tlie gratification rf "national pride,"and the " renown, honor, and reputation" Ihe ealerprisehas conferred upon u«, w hicb the honorable senator fromVirginia [VJr Hdmtir] seems lo regard so lightly.Mr. President, what la a |>eople without national pride f
They can be bat little belter lhan savages To have na
tioual pride is to ba proud of our country, and is closelyallied to patrioiiam Surely it is a laudable pride thai
leads the citizens of one nation lo emulate the greatnessof another, and when, by comparatively small expendi-lures of money, thai spirit can be gratified in tlie success-ful prosecution of great and uselul enterprises, which redound to (be "renown, honor, reputation." and wealthof the nation, the means should not be withheld S.r,
we have recently voted lo increase Ihe salaries of certainof our minia:ers abr aid, and very pmprrly loo, in gjv ap-preheusion Bui will it be pretended thai these ministers
could nol have lived, not only very coinlortably, but very-well indeed, on their former salaries > I think u will nol
Why, then, increase their salaries To enable them lo
live in a styla more nearly approximating tr»a( of Ihe
represratatives of tbe regal governments of Kurope, and
this purely from a feeling ol national pride thai will nol
|i«rmit us to sutler reproach to be cast upisn u« abroad
It is a noble feeling , and as long as I may live i hope to
see it maintained by every American citizen, and fostered
and sustained by our government So lonfc as thy reel¬
ing of national pride ahall animate Ihe breasts of this
people, we have nothing to fear from all the real of the
world combined. &> long, a foreign invader caa never

plant hi* feet on our shores. Crush it, and oar liberties
are gone.

For my own part, Mr. Praaident, I believe there ia

something worth legislating about, baaidea mera dollar*

ind cents. Some things there are, in my csiimilion, far
more important to our country. An4 while we should
;arefully guard the tieasuiy uguuist wanton waste, I will
never consent to be one to stand by it as a surly watch
ion, to bar all access to its deposits in every cm ex-

:ept when stern necessity may open i>s vaults It i* my
uipressioa, air, that the United States treasury is the
re|H)*iiory of the f/tofile'^ inont y, and that there can be
no better use made ol the excess, alter having lully pro¬
vided for the wants of the government, than to upend
it lor purposes and on objects calculated to promote the
public good. I would not recommend measures to empty
the treasury and to impoverish the government; neither
would I ,iCt the miserly part, and, from the mere love of
money, hoard it up, and thus withhold the benefits it

utherwise might confer. We are asked " How can it
minister to tUe renown, the reputation, or tne glory ol
our nation, to keep up, at the expense of the United
States treasury, such enterprises, such steamers, as

cannot support themselves !" And again "I acknowl¬
edge that it is beneficial to facilite postal communi¬

cations, provided it can be doni? on the sell-sus
taining principle." Ouce more: "if we could open
a new line of legitimate business which would spring
up and support UselT upon the legiiiuuiie fruits Ol
industry, I acknowledge it would redound to our nation¬
al honor and reputation." Now, sir, Irom all then
remarks, I can deduce but one isolated idea; it is, that
nothing can redound to the aloiy, honor, and reputation
of our country except it shall return to the government
at least dollar fur dollar lor the expenditure. This, truly,
is calculating national renown, nlory, honor, and reputa¬
tion on the busia of the standard value of gold and sil-
ver.a rule that never occurred to me before. Of course,
if dollar for dollar would give to our country a certain
amount of renown, glory, honor, and reputation, or, in
the senatoi's language, ila new line ol legitimate busi-
nesk" would give us a certain amount ol those commodi¬
ties, then, t>y the same rule, a Profit of one hundred per
cent, would increase them prodigiously. My own opin¬
ion is, that the renown, honor, glory, and reputation, ol
either nation or individual, that rests on, or is created by
money and money-making, is nut worth much ; and il
this result is all the people ol the United Slates are to re¬
alize Irom government expendituies, it would seein to me
that they will not have much to thank us for.
Mr. President, what constitutes thetruu basisof the re¬

nown, glory, honor, and reputation of a nation, and tor
which, while thankful to a higher power, they have
good reason to indulge in a becoming degree ol national
pride.' Sir, in my estimation those great and important
characteristics rest principally not on wealth, but on the
government ol a nation.m its political and civil insti¬
tutions, ttie virtue and intelligence of its people, its just
and equal laws, and its exercise of justice and equity at
home and abroad. In a nation where these approxi¬
mate nearest to perfection there is no'need to purchase a
counterfeit reputation with gold and silver. There talent
and industry will be sure to meet their reward; there
woiks of civilization and art will spring up ; there na¬
tional and individual wealth will accumulate ; ami with
these will the national greatness be built up and estab¬
lished. On this greatness will be reflected the "renown,
glory, honor, and reputation" of the nation, created by
its moral and political character. Sir, nothing can add
mote to this national greatness than progress in civiliza¬
tion and the aits ; and every dollar expended by the gov¬
ernment to promote these, though it may not he returned
directly to the treasury, will yield a ten-told profit to the
people, irom whom it was first derived and whose prop¬
erty it is. On this view of ihe subject, sir, my opinion is,
tbat Congress is, or would be, lully justified in extend¬
ing pecuniary aid to enterprises to extend civilization and
the arts as a general benefit, even without Hie \xpecta-
tion or promise of a direct remunerating return to the
treasury. Such lias been the practice of all civilized

Governments; and to this practice, in part at least, do
ireat Britain and France owe the commanding |>osilion

they occupy in science, literature, and the arts
Mr. riesident, it whs oh lue ground of ine general ben

efit to be cunlerred that I, as well as others, advocated
and voted lor the additional compensation to the Colliim
line ol steamers. It was neither predicted nor promised,
lo nriy knowledge, as the senator from Virginia I Air.
Hunter] would eeeiii to infer,that " postages were loin-
crease immediately," so as lo make the transportation Ol
the mail a self-sustaining business. The gratification of
national pride, the vast benefit* conferred on the country
by means of the important mechanical improvements ar-
rived at in the process of constructing the vessels that
compose that line, the powerful effect produced in conse¬
quence ou our merchants steam marine, and also the
beneficial effect that might be expected lo result to our
steam navy.these were the principal causes urged, ami
constituting the mam ground on which the appropriation
wan made ; and 1 allege, sir, that it was money well ex-
i>eiided, even if a single dollar of it were never returned
out the senator from Virginia infers that, b id not Con-
Kress interfered in the construction of these ships, private
enterprise and competition would have caused ships to bo
built, as good as these, if not hotter. If things were not
as they are, no one can tell how they would have been
Private enterprise, without government aid, [flight have
produced all that the honorable gentlemen imagine, ami
it might produce nothing. This is a mere letter ol opin-
ion. Oue lact, however, is clear to my view- -if the gov¬
ernment wished to have steamers built suitable for war
purposes, to be placed paitialiy under its control, with
the right to take tliem into the public service whenever
it might see fit, it was no more than light and just
that government should also contribute to pay the extra
cost incurred on that account. B'lt it has been said that
these ships are "nckitti/" concerns. II they are so,
whose fault is it ? 'I hey were built in accordance with
h government contract, under the eu|«rvimon ol expe¬
rienced otiicersof the navy, who recommended them wiien
finished to tbe government. To call them "riiifty" con¬
cerns is to pay nut a poor compliment lo those officers. I
know not how deeply versed the senators from Virginia
and Florida [Messrs Hunter and MallqhtJ may be in
the art of naval construction ; but, for my own part, 1
would much prefer to rely on the opinion in this matter
ol the navy officers who sujierinte tided Iheir construc¬
tion, the unrivalled success which has attended these
ships on the ocean, and the unqaalilied approbation be¬
stowed on them by the many thousands who have made
passages hi them. My honorable friends are the only
persons I have ever heard of who pronounced them
.'nJceitconcerns and against this denanc>atioa stands,
it is believed, the full lorce of universal public opinion,
at home and abroad.
But we have also been told that these ships are unfit

for war purposes, except to be used as transports. And
why so' I bay areas strong as our navy steamers;
have as good sea-going qualities, and, in point ol speed,
far exceed the best of them. Why, then, are they unit
for general war purpose* ? Simply because they have
side-wheels, while the British and French governments
are building propellers. Here, then, is another denuncia¬
tion founded ori a mere matter of opinion. No practical
teat has been had to decide the question. Perhaps we
may be allowed, even in this country, to be as capable ol
forming a correct opinion on this subject as they are in
F.ngland and France The side-wheel steamer moves
with much greater speed than the propreller, and, en¬
gaged in baitle with the Utter, can always choose her
own position , if likely lo be overjwwered, she can read
ily haul off and leave her antagonist.neither of which
the pro|>eller can do. But tbe great apprehension with
regard lo aide-wheel steamers s««ns to be the liability to
have their wheels disabled in time of action; and sour
p«Ople Bp|*-ar lo think that every ball from an enemy
must strike and demolish some part of the wtieel or
wheels, yel probably not one hall in a hundred would
strike any pan ol (lie wheal, and all parts being ol iron,
theie would be ninety-nine chance* for tbe ball to glance
without doing any injury for one again at it; and great
dsinage migtit be dona t« a wheel, and yet leave it in
wo:king order . Not only so, but should one wheel be
utterly demolished, against which there would be more
than a thousand chances to one, the speed of the tide-
wlieel steamer with her remaining wheel would still ex-
need that ol lbs propeller. For these and for other rea¬
sons, and I am not alone, my opinion is, that for purposes
»l attack and defence, the wde-wheel steamer would be
superior ; though before having studied the street I was
inclined to give the propeller the preference.
Mr. President, we are told that the Collins line is an

incubtia on ihe navy. By what iigure of speec h the all*,
ication can he made out am at a loss to know. I'rue, it
has heen said that the money appropriated to them by
the government might have been expended in building
steamships fur the navy. True, again; but what should
we have gained by thai.' These ship* ware constructed
in accordance Willi government orders They are as wel!
built a* vessel* of tlie'.r class are built at our navy-yards,
and at aboiM hall Kim cost We hav* no' a steam vessel
ol tbe suine class in the navy that can via with them in

.l>eed. Whenever the government want* Itienh, it can
have them, and incorporate theui into the navy. In fact,
these ships may even sow be virtually considered aa be¬
longing io the navy, as shifts »n ordinary to be armed,
equipped, otfioefed, ami manned, and sent to sea, when-
»wa« Ui*u swivia** way be tequuad And, when thus
called into service, they will be qmla aa elfteieol a* Otba(
.hfps of thai* clean How (utile, then, to talk oif their
being an incubuato our navy.a* though the government.

baring experded all its money, and exhausted all ii»
credit, on the ships of the Collins lute, now wished to
build ships on its own account, but had not the means.

Hut, »ir, the honorable gentleman from Virginia, (IdrHvntkh] acknowledges," that it is beneficial 10 facilitate
die postal communications, provided it can be done on
tin- self-sum,lining principle." Fur one, I am willing to
go furtherthau this Government claims the postal mo¬
nopoly, for the carriage of letters, &c., not only on the
land, out 0.1 the oceau and officers, seamen, and passen¬
ger* conveying letters from abroad are compelled to de¬
liver them at our post ofhces, where pontage is charged
on them. On the land and the ocean both, therefore, tlie
government ought to provide for the transportation of the
mails, for the benefit and itccommodation of every tiait of
our ciimmuoity. Adopt the senator's principle, and what
would be the result | Why, sir, a large pro|K)riiou of the
people of the South would ne deprived of mail accommo¬
dations ; for I believe 1 am not mistaken in saying, that
there is not a southern State, with tlie exception of Louis¬
iana, in which the postages paid to the government are

anything like the cost. Shall we cut those sccominoda-
tions off? Certainly not. Hut why are not the mercan¬
tile community, and all others who require it, just as

much entitled to such accommodations respecting foreign
correspondence > The revenue from their business to the
government entitles them to it, and its importance to the
whole country demands it, whether the enterprise be self-
sustaining or not.

Sir, I have nothing further to say ou this subject; nor
should I have said so much, but for the sake of vindi¬
cating myself, and those who acted with me on the ques¬
tion of making the additional compensation for the Col¬
lins line, against what appears to me an attack on us for
our share in those proceedings, and which in this discus¬
sion 1 think, to say the least, is far-fetched and entirely
out of place

Mr. BORLAND called for the veas and najs on the
amendment to the amendment, and they were orlered.

Mr. RUSK. The tir-t section of the amendment
which the senator from Virginia moves to strike out pro¬
poses to give an additional allowance of #»>,000 a year
for the round trip. The latter proposes to give authority
to the Postmaster General to release the persons from
the contract on the allowance ol a reasonable compen¬
sation.

Mr. MORTON. As the yeas and nays have been
ordered, I wish simply to state the reason which will
control my vote on this question, and to show that I am
somewhat consistent in my course. I was at all times
an opponent of the increase of c tmpensation to the Col
litis line; I voted against it in all its different aspects;
but inasmuch as the Congress of the United States have
thought proper to increase its compensation, I think equal
justice should be extended to the Havre and Bremen
line, and therefore 1 shall vote for the proposition of the
senator from Texas
The yeas and nays being taken on the amendment to

the amendment, resulted.yeas 31, nays 12.as follows
YEAS.Messrs Admin, A'chison, Bayard, norland,

Biadbuiy, Bright, Brodhead, Butler, Cass, Chase, Dawson,
LK-sauuure, Dodge ol Iowa, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hamlin,
Iloi iton. Hunter. Jones of Iowa, Mallory, Mason, Norru,
I'etiK, Phelpt, Pr»tt. Sebastian, Shields, Sumner, Undcr-
wood. Walker, and Weller.31
NAYS.Messrs Bell, Cooper, Davis, Downs, "Foot,

Owln, James, Motion, Rusk, Smith, Soule, and Spru-
ancc.12
So it was agreed to.
Mr UNDERWOOD. I shall move to amend the

amendment by striking out all that remains of it after tha
woids " rescind the fame," so as to h ave it that if they
choose to abandon the contract, the Postmaster General
may accept the abandonment.
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Mason ) The

Chair would inform the senator from Texas that the first
{section of bis amendment having been stricken out, it is
necessary to modify the second section by inserting the
names of the company.
Mr RUSK The opponents of the amendment have

knocked the life out ol n, and they may galvani/e it to
suit themselves. I have no use lor it whatever, i

Mr. HUNTER. I will see if it is worth preserving.
Several Senators. Vote it down.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I am not willing to vole it down.

I want the amendment adopted w;th the modification
which I suggest. If those gentlemen choose to abandon
tlMir contract.if they have ascertained that it is a money
sinking bucnesa.1 am willing to relieve them from it ;
hut 1 am not willing to pav them ami leave u as a matter
of discretion with the department to pay what it pleases,
they having made an unfortunate contract. If you will
strike out the latter part of the section as 1 propose, and
then leave the proposition, it will stand precisely in this
way: If taey are tired of your contract they may sur¬
render it. If they choose to carry it out, they have a

right to do it; hut if they choose to surrender it, 1 am
willing to permit it I therefore move to strike out of the
amendment the words "making such allowance as he
may deem . qunable and just."

Mr. BAYARD. What do the words " said companits
or either of them" in the amendment as it now stands re¬
fer to I

Several Senators We an- going to vote it all down.
The amendment to the amendment was agreed to; and

the question recurring on the amendment as amended, it
was rejected.

NEW ORLEANS AND VERA CRl'Z STEAMER*.

Mr. SOULE I propoM Rn amendment, to c<> ne in at
the end of the first section; and I will explain in a few
word* it* object. It teems that tin- Postmaster (General,
t>jrouj(l) tome ortHigkti forgot to a«k Rn appropriation
tor carrying out tlx- contract whicli was entered into un¬
der a law parsed at the first session of this Congress autlior-
izing tiie establishment of a mail line between New Or¬
leans and Vera Cruz. Congress has |ia»«ed the law, but
there in no appropriation to carry it out. It is with a view
to remedy that oversight that I propose the following
amendment:
For carrying o><« the contraot entered into by the Poal Ol-

flM Department under tlis law passed at ihe iait >e««ion of
C ingress, establishing a Iri monthly mail by (team ve*.
>els between New Orieaiu and Vera Cruz, via Tampioo,
i70,tMMI

'I'lie amendment was agreed to.
The amendment* were then ordered to he engrossed,

ami the bill lo be read a third tune.
It wag read a third time and paiaed.
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE Of REPRESENTATIVES.

A message waa received from the House of Kepresent-
ativea, by Mr. Hayes, Chief Clerk, announcing thst the
Speaker having signed sundry enrolled bills, he was di¬
rected to bring them to the .Senate for the signature of
their President.

Hie PRESIDENT then signed the following enrolled
Hi 11» which hsd juat been received from the House of
Representatives:
An act authorizing change* in the location of land

olhces.
An act for the relief of S M Ooldsborough and others
An act for (tie relief of Catharine Proctor Hayden,

only child and heir of John White, deceased, late h lieu¬
tenant colonel in the fourth (Jeorgia battalion of the rev¬

olutionary army
Ar act to incorporate the Sister* of Visitation of Wash¬

ington, L) C.
A loint resolution for the relief of the heir of John de

Neufville.
A joist resolution for Ihe relief of the Spanish consul

and other subj cts of {(pain residing at Ntw Orleans, and
for subject* ol Spain residing at Key West, by indemnity
lor tbe loss sustained ih the year 1851.
Which were delivered to the committee, to be present¬ed lo tbe President of the United Slate*.

INDIUENT INSANE.
Mr. HAMLIN. I behev® we have njw acted upon

the laat of the af»propriation bill*. I have riaen to sub¬
mit a motion to ine Senate, and I ask for it* fRVorable
consideration. It i* to take up the bill making appro¬
priation for the indigent insane. 1 hope the Senate will
lake it up. 1 do not propose to di*rii*s it. I only aak
it* consideration, because it is desirable that we should
have a vote upon it.
Mr BORLANDandMr. WELLER Let us have the

homestead bill.
Mr. GVVIN. ft is perfectly evident that that bill can-

not pass without discunsion. We shall have a home-
stead hill, and Bennett'* bill moved a* amendments to it
We have committees of conference at work upon di«a-
greting votes of the two houses on appropriation bills
We shall not have lime enough to dispose of the appro¬priation bills if we take up this controverted question at
this hour ol ihe session I hope tbe senator will not at¬

tempt to force it upon the Senate
Mr. HA ttLlN I think this bill has pawned the Senate

twice, and the House twice, but not at tbe ssme session
All 1 aak is tUat the Senate will uow take it Up, and give
us a vote upon it If a will give it a favorable consid¬
eration, I shalt rejoire if II will nm, be it so.

Mr. CllASE 1 hope the Senate will take up that bill,
at>d I give notice ihat whan it i* taken up, 1 shall move
to amend i| hy adding to il iha-liomeslead bill

Mr. BELL. That is, you will kill tbe bill if yon can '

<Vr BU I LEU f' is Very evident that the geinl^irien
intend to mat* a mere den» mstrsiion In favor ol l>eu«v»i-
lertce

Mr HAMLIN. It in precisely so, Mr President.
Mr. Bl'l'LKU If itie gentleman intends to do it ai

this session, tie it so.
Mr. NOltKlS called (or the yeas and nays on the di< .

lion, and they were oulered.
Mr. BUTLER. This let one of the most magnificei.lhumbugs of lh» day.
Mr. BAYARD Without committing myself to whM

may he my vote on thin hill when it comes up regularly,
anil can be discussed, I shall now vote against taking u;>
this or any oihrr bill that will lead to discussio* during
this session ol Congress, because I am perfectly satisfied
myself that this is not the time to enter into the discus
sum of measures of this kind. We yet have controvert¬
ed questions connected with the appropriation bill* to
come before us If you desire to take up and pass meat
ures that are not objectionable, I shall not oppose doing
so ; but 1 shall oppose measures that are to lead to a gen
eral discussion If we get luto the discussion of such
bills, senators will get into a state of excitement, so lha
committees of conference will not he able to make their
re|K>rt«; or if Ihey do, senators will uot know anything
about the rehoils submitted l>y them.
Mr. GWIN. I give notice lliat if the bill is taken up.and you begin to resuscitate bills that have been laid in

sleep, and move them as amendments, I shall he compelled
to bring up the Pacific railroad hill, which had its brail.»
knocked out the other day, and move that as an amend¬
ment.

Mr. PKITIT I only want to say that if the bill is
taken up I shall desire io have it read. [Laughter ]I'lie question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted.
yeas 25, nays 17.as follows
VteAS.Messrs. Bell, Bradbury, Bright, Chnsii, Clarke,Cooper, Davis, Oawson, IJiwm, Fr/patrick, foot, Gayer,Hamlin, Houston. Minium, Miller, Morton, Husk, Ssbi>

tian, Shield*, Smith, Spruance, Sumner, Underwood, auu
Weller.2o
NAYS.Mow*. Adams, Atclii-ou, liuy.iut, Borland,

Hrodliead, ttu'ler, M.^-ius-tiiie, Djilg.i ol Iowa,
(jwui, Jones of Iowa, Mallory, Mi-ton, Morris, Pettit, I'rati,
ami Walker.17.
So the motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as in

committee of the whole, proceeded to consider the hi
from the House uj Representatives "making a grant of
the public lands lo the several .States of the Union, for
the benefit of indigent insane persons."
Mr. DODliE, of Iowa. I move to amend the bill by

adding to it what is commonly called the homestead bill,
divested of the feature which is so objectionable to my
friend from Mississippi, [Mr. Adams].that section
which requires a man to m ike something like an oadi ol
insolvency before he is allowed to take a portion of the
public land for a homestead. I suppose there will he no
sort of opposition to the amendment I believe thnt the
Senate is exceedingly anxious to vote for the passage of
the homestead bill, and therefore I will not detain it by
saying anything further.

Mr. BELL. The bill for the relief of the indigent in¬
sane has passed the rigid examination of several se¬
lect committees.committees chosen to examine it speci¬
ally in reference to the provisions that could be prudeni-
lv and constitutionally made, appropriating a portion ol
the public domain tor tne relief not of the thirty thousand
insane persons in the United Slates.the number shown
by the late census.but for the relief of some fourteen oi
fifteen thousand indigent insane persons who have no
means, no family, no influence, political or otherwise,
that can ever reach the heart or effect the feeling* of this
assembly or the other house of Congress. You have
passed finndreds of bills founded upon what has oeen
supposed or alleged to be extraordinary suffering, priva¬
tion, or claims upon the bounty or gratitude of the gov¬
ernment. You iiuve gone even to ihe remote ^leirs of
those who are alleged to have shed their blood, or wast¬
ed their property, or suffered privations in the revolution,
and showered your bounty upon them You argue or
pretend that all tins is but justice, and what is due to pa¬
triots and ihe descendants of patriots. But neither im¬
partiality nor gratitude, nor a generous and beneficent pol-
icy can he sliown to lie at the bottom of all this It is in-
leresltd and for display mainly, and grants of this kind are
seldom made except uudei Ihe pressure ol personal cr po-litical influences.

I have Haiti tint there is no equal justica or imparti¬
ality in the distribution of bounties by Congress. Take
tbe class of bvneficiaiies distinguished, or supposed to be
distinguished, an revolu'ionary What sort of justice have
you done to the soldiers and patriot* of the revolution I
can hardly suppress my indignation when 1 call to mind

the treatment which tbe gallant men who fought the bat¬
tle ol King's Ajcuntain have received at the hands ol the
people, or at least of its organs and of the government.
Not a man who fought in that battle, or the name ol any
of Ins descendants, .a itmcribed upon the (tension lists on
account of that battle ; and for that reason I suppose it is,
for I can conceive of no other, that the battle of King's
Mountain is m> longer accounted one olthe battles of the
revolution. No longer ago than laM year 1 saw going the
rounds of the leading journals of the United States, and
even in sucti a raspecuble journal as the Intelligencer of
this city, what purported to be an enumeration of the
dallies of the revolution, in which King's Mountain
was left out, and 1 tell you, s;r, that it is not very na-
lional for tho'e who represent the section of the country
where there are now s >me thousands of the descend¬
ants of the heroes ij that battle j ot those who volun¬
tary rallied on that occasion.-perhaps the very crisis of
the revolution in the South.of the brave men who, at
a moment'* warning, grasped their rifles, mounted their
own good steeds, pursued and over'ook the enemy, a I-
vantageously posted on the top of a mountain, but noth-
ing daunted, attacked linn on all sides, and after rei>eated
charges, and under a discharge of musketry and rifles, k>
rapid as to envelope the mountains for hours in a sheet
ol lire, and finally compiled his surrender. I say it is
no easy matter foi the representative of such a tace of
men, when he finds that not one cent of the millions ef
money lavished in pensions and bounties by this govern¬
ment has ever been distributed among tbem, to form
any high estiirate of the patriotic spirit or the gratitude at
the justice of the government, or of the disinterested gen¬
erosity of thoee who are always so prompt to vote doiu-
iions^o soli iers. Just consider the treatment of the con-
querors al King's Mountain in tbe revolution, and then
turn to the history ot the last few years in relation to
this practice of granting pensions and bounties to soldiers.
Not only every man who fought in Mexico has either
tieen put on the pension list, or made the recipient of a
iran of land, hut even all those who enrolled tnemselves
lor that war, and marched, though they never reached
the enemy's country, or heard the rep3rt ot an ene-

my'sgun, have been rewarded with extraordinary boon-
lies.
Am I not justified, then, in characterizing this so-called

generous and patriotic feeling which finds vent in military
(tensions and homines, as deceitful and hollow.a hum-
hug .a practice adopted more for the purpose of winning
popularity and catching voles, than from any devotion to
principle or sound policy, or to any sentiment of justice
of humanity ? Hut, sir, in the bill before us we have
presented an opportunity for signalizing a true, and just,
and disinterested generosity. We are here invited to
grant a portion of the public domain to a class of our
citizens who can never know or make any return to their
benefactors.

Yes, sir, you have now an opportunity of showing
what is in your hearts. This suffering class of indigent
insane can give us no returns at the polls.no remunera-
ting response to the benevolence, to the charitable dispo¬
sition, and the philanthropic feelings of membere of Con¬
gress Borneo! them have clanking chains around tbem
now, eating into their very bones ; some of them are in
desolate log-cabins and open |>ens, and some of them are
secluded in dark pits, never seeing the light of day.
An^ here let me pay a tribute to an immortal genius.

the celebrated De Foe. He was tbe first man who
brought prominently in'o view and urged with irresistible
eloquence the moral obligation of society to support the
unfortunate and stricken lunatic, whose reason is over-

thrown, hut who still belongs to ihe human family. «nd
entitled to all the sympathies and charities of the public.

I repeat my appeal to the members of the Senste to

consider that here thev have an opportunity to give a

really philanthropic and disinterested vote, which can

never he impeached for selfishness, because there can be

no reward, except in the consciousness of a just and no¬

ble act Those tor whose beaetit the bill provides can

never he heard here. I hey have no voice in the public
councils; they have no agents to press their claims, ex¬

cept the gentle and u.iobtrusire fr ends of suflenng hu¬
manity.

I wish to say to my honorable friend from Iowa, [Mr.
OoixiR.] with regard to the amendment providing for the
landless and the homeless, which lie so earnestly presses
upon our attention, and insists upon ingrafting it upon
this bill as a measure of superior importance, thai I hope
he will reflect that the bill now before the Senate, and
winch he seeks to deleat, proposes to provide for thosn
who have neither land nor home, nor mental nor physi
ral power, nor capacity even to employ the labor ot their
tiaRds to acquire the one or the other.for those who are
doomed to tie forever landless snd homeless.and there
are hfieen thousand such in the United States The
UiniUtss and the h" neless .are they m ice ours, do th"\
Hill . be' ,, ,,M It rV more truly part ait I i'*rcel ol

, id »(>,. .a m<». ...ongiy lo our syin,>..ibias. to

our humanity, and hare a stronger claim upon our jua-
lice, and our charily, and our biuui,, titan those indigent
111*4110 who have no laiii, and no Dome, and can nevei

hop' 10 have? II ihe landlesa and ihe homeless aie

K'ally in ire meritorious or mora deserving of ouch a dona
tion a- 'Ins.'or ihey are both donations.then let the
homestead bill hav . the preference, and let ua first rota
for that.

If the other clan' of claimants to winch I have leferred
are, in (act, more needy; rn >r« destitute, the greater suf-
lerera, and therefore have .-trouper claims upon the bounty
ami geueronity ol the government, then let them have
priority Why chouhl my friend from Iowa endeavor
to elog this bill with any other*I The Houae of Repre-
sentativea has responded to the justice and iiro|iriety of
passing iioth these lulls It h«» p.iifed hoth. It has
sanctioned as fully the bill lor the relief of the indigent
insane as the other; and why will my honorable friend
do such injustice to Ins own ueart in offering an ainend-
inent which will dtatroy the bill now helorc us? 1 can¬
not conceive that lie has a heart so callous to the claims
of'Buffering humanity as to deny that any provision ta
due to those stricken and uiilortunate beings, who are
inseuaible alike to Ihe poaaeision or the comforts of home.
I believe th it the honorable senator does injustice to his
own 1eatings hy proposing Inn lull as an amendment to
this one, for certainly to Ho so would defeat them both in
the House. The object of this hill ih one that commends
itself to our admiration, and is entitled to receive our sup¬
port It appeals to all ihe uenerous and noble feelinas ot
our hearts. Why, then, clog it, or do any act which
WOttld endanger Its passage ?

It the homestead lull is attached as an amendment to
this hill, in all probability neither ol them can at this ses-
sion pass and become the law of ihe land. The amended
hill will have to go to the House, and the rulea of that
body are such that, at this late hour of the session, no
matter what may he the feeling or disposition of the ma-

jority theie, neither measure can pass. Let us pass this
oil I for the relief of the indigent insane, and then take up
the homestead bill, and let us hope, let us expect, let us

confidently rely upon the disposition and leeling of the
Senate to relieve the homeless and the landless, as well aa
Ihe insane. They may he in the next degree to the class
of persons proposed lo he relieved by tins bill. That is
what propose* 1 hope iny honorable Iriend will with¬
draw his ami ndinmt. 1 have heard it intimated that lien-
lien's land lull will be lacked to this Let it he moved
by itself also. Alter you ha\e provided for the indigent

] insane, for the landless and homelees, then let us provide
for the old Slates Th it will come next in order. Hrin<r
them up consecutively. It fortunately «i happens thai
we have disposed ol our appropriation hills at ra'liT m

advanced period of the session.some fourteen hours
earlier than is usual with Congress

Mr. WALKER. They are not all disposed of.
Mr. BELL Though they are not finally dieposi I <..

between the two houses, 1 have no doubt they will be
without interruption. I therefore make this appeal to
the Senate. Let us pans this bill, then we will take up
the homestead hill and Bennett's land bill, and we tn

pass them all. if such is the pleasure of the Senate.
Mr. PETfIT. Mr. President, without saying whether

I favor or disfsvor the original bill taken up by the Sen¬
ate, I must be permitted to say that I favor the amendment
moved by the senator from Iowa, and that 1 desire to dis¬
cuss it at some considerable length before the Senate, it
is a measure that commends itself both to my heart and
to iriy head.to rny heart because it provides a home for
the homeless and a house lor the houseless, and to my
head because, in iny judgment, it is one of the greatest
and best measures for national strength and national de¬
fence that were ever devised by man. But, sir, whether
I shall proceed or not depends upon the response that 1
shall get from the Senate. I am un Mlling to attempt to
pioceed to the discussion of this measure, and show, as
1 shall attempt to show, that it is lor our national strength
and national defence that we ought to adopt it, if I am
to he interrupted hy committees ot conference or others
which should come proposing to report. Will they have
precedence over me ? Shall I be under any obligatii<>>,
either legal, moral, or from courtesy, to suspend t I
yield?

Several Senators. Of course.
Mr. PETTir. Ih that the understanding I If to, 1

do nut desire to proceed, for it ih the cmlui attention of
the Senate that i want upon thii« subject. I do not want
to be interrupted. will not proceed unless there m a
common undereiun iiiijf ih.it 1 shall be heard for the course
id three-quarter* of an hour. If that cannot lie al¬
lotted.and there is no probability that it can ba allotted.
1 shall certainly suspend now.

Several Senator*. Goon! Goon!
Mr. BUTLEK. I would not if I were the »enator.
Mr PEPriT. know tny honorable friend from

South Carolina [ Mr. Butler] is u good monitor. [Laugh¬
ter.] Mr. President, I am satisfied that we shall not be
able to accomplish any efficient definite action upon this
subject during the remainder ol this session. That I
shall have a better op|>ortuiiity to discuss, to a calm Sen¬
ate at the next session, this whole subject, 1 have not a
doubt. Knowing that the Senate is restive now, or that
1 must be in a few minutes interrupted, I shall prefer
tny«ell to decline going into a general discussion of the
subject
Mr AIMMS called for the yeas and nays on the

amendment to the amendment, and they were ordered.
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I feel that I would hardly do

lustice to the senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Hell,] or to
in>self, if I did not make some reply to Ins remarks He
has pronounced a eulogium upon the heroes of King's
Mountain, and has paid a glowing tribute to our revolu¬
tionary ancestors. For one, in all that he has said in
praise ol that glorious band who stood to their arms in
the hour ot their country's need, and aided in achieving
her inde|iendeuce.who, taking their lives in their hands,
and turning their hacks upon everything ordinarily held
d*at and sacred, went forth to a seven years' war, some¬
times almost naked and unarmed, to encounter in deadly
strife the mightiest, proudest, and, until then, the moat
invincible nation on earth Independence and liberty
are the //?*p'ri<in fruits produced by their sufferings,
heroism, and blood ; and for one, 1 say, be not only just
but generous to ttiein. Has my lnend from Tennrssee
any proposition for reliel to them ! If so, I will go
with him In sup|K>rt of it; and whilst rewarding the sur¬
vivors of King's Mountain, let us not forget those of
other hard-fought fields, such as " Stony Point," at which
the dauntless Wayne stormed the British intrenchinents
at the point of Hie bayonet, having knocked the fhnit
out of the guns of his soldiers.
Mr HELL. Will the senator allow me one word? I

have done it over and over again, but have been ailenced
an>l put down
Mr. DODGE I am gratified to hear that ths senator

has exerted himself on so many different occasions to
accomplish something lor these surviving veterans. I
can duly say lhat I was not one of those who contribu¬
ted to put him down, or to defeat hi* measure. The sen¬
ator is, I believe, a friend to the hoine»tead hill as well ss

myself; and being >o, I trust 1 shall have his vote, and
potent influence for my amendment. I hope he will not
be lor giving this hill, as he did the treat Pacific railroad
bill, a preference over the homestead bill. I cordially
co-operated with him in support of that bill, but.I never¬
theless thought that some ol his arguments and illustra¬
tions did injustice to the homestead bill.
Mr. BELL. I said not a word against if.
Mr. DODGE The senator's word to me is suficient

for anything I was going on to say, if he had not inter¬
rupted me, that his private declaration ol friendship lor
the bill referred to afterwards undeceived me in regard to
the matter I know that whatever that senator professes
he will act up to. But when he make* a special appeal
to me to do or not to do certain things touching measures
before this body, I answer it by referring to the argument*
and course of himself and others upon measures in which
I feel a deep interest The senator from Arkansas [Mr.
KoaLAMD] will well remember theoccaaion to which I al¬
lude, for he replied to the argument ot the *enator from
Tennessee
Mr BELL. I said nothing against the homestead bill

itself in my remarks to the senator from Arkansas ; but I
said lhat the railroad bill, whilst we had it up, ought to
precede it, or upon the line of that, wherever it might be
Iocs led, tli* homestead bill would occupy the lands.lhat
is, within the limits ol (be six miles in the Stale on each
side of the road.
Mr DODGE. Very well. Did not my friend, when it

wss proposed to tike up the homestead bill, and when
there was time to discus* it, vote against taking it up ?
Mr BELL I *nd that if you would lay down the Pa¬

cific railroad hill you would never reach it again ; but I
said not one word against the homestead bill.
Mr DO[M»E Be it so I neither question the sena¬

tor's sincerity nor consistency. 1 only wish to call at¬
tention to the fact thai I, in the course which I am pur¬
suing with regard to this hill, am doing nothing unfair
nor unusual. I have not offered the amendment in a fac¬
tious spirit If my friend Irorn Tennessee is friendly to
the homestead hill, as I doubt not from his declaration
that he is, and ss I know he is from his private assertion
to me on the subject, I have to ask him why he cannot
vote to amend this bill I I here is ample time to pa** both
m-ri ,r-s. :x < i» cy :ire known to he popiilar in the House

U«pr> «en' v. s. both having paaaed that hodv by largemajorities *V ny cannot we amend Miaa IX* . bill by


